
This author’s note was a new addition to Mousetrapped: A Year and A Bit in Orlando, 
Florida when its second edition was released in early 2011. 

Author’s Note

Technically speaking ‘the happiest place on earth’ is Disneyland, California and all Walt 
Disney World can lay claim to (besides the biggest car park thing) is the ‘the most magical 
place on earth’, Magic Kingdom park. But ‘What could possibly go wrong in the resort 
that has a park in it that’s called the most magical place on earth?’ isn’t a very catchy tag-
line, now is it? 

Speaking of technicalities, officially it’s the ‘Walt Disney World Resort’ or ‘Walt Disney 
World’ for short. Referring to it as ‘Disney World’ or ‘WDW’ is just laziness on the part of 
my typing fingers. 

There’s been a lot of changes to, ahem, Walt Disney World since I left in 2008. The themed 
nightclubs at Pleasure Island closed to allow for new, ‘more family-orientated’ dining and 
entertainment opportunities at Downtown Disney, and sadly the Virgin Megastore where I 
spent many an enjoyable afternoon closed down in 2009. One of the most significant 
changes actually happened just before I left: Disney-MGM Studios became Disney 
Hollywood Studios in January 2008. 

On a return visit to Celebration in April 2009, I discovered that Reading Trout Books had 
closed its doors and shortly after Thanksgiving 2010, Celebration’s AMC movie theatre 
did too. That same Thanksgiving weekend the town experienced its first homicide and 
only days later, a Celebration resident engaged in a fourteen-hour armed stand off with 
police before turning the gun on himself. The town that Disney built was back in the 
headlines and for all the wrong reasons. 

Finally, this is the second edition of this book. In the first edition, the chapter ‘In God We 
Trust’ was a bit more... well, let’s just say angry. If you’d like to read the chapter as it 
originally appeared, you can do so at www.mousetrappedbook.com. But don’t say you 
weren’t warned...
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